
2016-17 Events Diary 
 21st Sept 2016 Hauptwerk Digital Organ Demonstration followed by AGM   All Saint’s Church, Footscray 
 25th Feb 2017 Choristers’ competition - venue to be decided 
 Please contact committee members for further details. 

 Further events to be arranged. Have a bright idea? Please pass it on to any committee member. 
 

If you don’t SAY, we can’t DO! 
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 Your Association needs YOU! 
 Hope you are all enjoying the summer holiday season and building up your enthusiasm for the coming year. 

 The AGM is happening SOON 
 Your attendance is required/requested/needed at All Saints’ church, Footscray Wednesday 21st Sept 2016, 7:30pm 
 Including a demonstration of the Hauptwerk Organ followed by a glass of something and light refreshments 
 PLEASE BE THERE 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  
 September is BDOCA's new year so treasurer is eager to receive subscriptions for 2016/17. Fees remain unchanged at: £20 for members (£15 for over 60s; £5 for students) 
 Payment can be made: (a) cheque payable to BDOCA sent to G Hempstead, 4 Windsor Place, East Grinstead RH19 4RP  (b) cash or cheque (payable to BDOCA) at any event  (ideally at the AGM) (c) via bank 'Faster Payments' mode to BDOCA's bank = sort code 09 01 54 account no. 56371087 (must state your name for reference) (d) via annual standing order. 
 Prompt payment is appreciated, such as at AGM on Wednesday 21 September in All Saints’ church, Foots Cray. Our constitution states that anyone failing to renew subscription by 15th December ceases to be a member. 
 Geoff - Treasurer 



 

Treasure Hunt 30th July 2016 (first report) 
 What a way to spend a summer Saturday evening! Wandering around a Kent village looking at house names, finding odd bits of garden furniture - even searching out the number on the drain cover….but it was good fun. Well deserved thanks to Bruce for all the work he did in preparing for the organists’ (and hangers-on) Treasure Hunt in Horton Kirby on the evening of July 30th.  Michael Bell’s half hour recital gave us a chance to relax (thank you Michael); and thanks too, to Ann Williams and friends from St Mary’s - it was good to have a number of your congregation with us to enjoy Michael’s play-ing. Then a short walk back to the Fighting Cocks for a welcome drink and supper.  Congratulations to Pam and Alan Hunt who identified twenty-three of the twenty-five clues (but unfortunately had to leave before receiving their prize) and to Marilyn and John Davey who came second, and Lydia Gray, third.  Barbara Gray (one of the hangers-on!) 

Daniel Moult organ extravaganza 7th May 2016 
 Having not long left hospital after a hip replacement operation, I was apprehensive about sitting for a long time on what was my first time out, but of course if it is that master of the organ playing, I knew it would be worth the discomfort and of course it was worth it. My son drove my wife and myself to St. John's, Sidcup for what turned out to be a thoroughly enjoyable evening with a wide variety of music played on the organ.   Dan at times had to battle with rather a loud wedding reception in the nearby hall and then a mysterious cipher that developed towards the end of his first half. Did this get him down? Of course not, he patiently explained to us all what caused it and eventually succeeded in clearing it. This evening was a change of style from others with a sort of "café" type seating arrangement and of course the large screen and the expert cameraman - well Nik anyway- made it so good for us there, not just showing Dan's trade mark red socks but also the speed that his hands and feet moved especially on some of the faster pieces that he played. I am willing to bet it left many of us gasping and wishing we could start to emulate his expertise and skills.  Dan is such a master organist yet so down to earth and such a superb chap to talk to. He ex-pressed concern about my two sticks and when I told him it was because a disgruntled bride-groom beat me up after a wedding when I played the wrong voluntary, he almost believed me, well for a few seconds anyway, then that wonderful laugh of his.  What a privilege to have Daniel playing for us that evening and how good to see a larger than normal gathering to hear him.  The food and drink laid on added to the most enjoyable evening and I would hope this sort of pattern can continue with even better attendances perhaps.  The programme, as I mentioned, was very varied and certainly exhibited not only the range of the superb Henry Willis III three manual organ, but also the incredible talent of the organist.  The shame was -the evening had to end, but only after Daniel spent some time answering questions put by members of the audience. Thank you for a most enjoyable musical evening; here's to the next one.  Dennis Moor 



 

BDOCA ORGAN CRAWL 18th June 2016 
 On a dull, damp and chilly Saturday in June a small group of us met outside St James’s Church, Sussex Gardens. We were met by the vicar Fr. Paul Tho-mas who gave us a short history of the Church, the organ and organists.  The composer of ‘In The Bleak Midwinter’, Harold Darke was once organist there as was Sir George Thalben-Ball, later of the Temple Church.  The his-tory of St James’s Church can be traced back to the 1200s. William Hill & Son of London constructed a three-manual organ in 1882, for Street’s (largely new) church.  Hill was, along with Willis and Lewis, one of the lead-ing organ builders of the second half of the nineteenth century.  The com-pany was then run by Thomas Hill and the specification of the organ was much as one would have expected from the company at this period, although the inclusion of an Orchestral Oboe on the Great Organ was unusual.  Hill & Son would have been on the eve of winning the contract to build what was to become the largest organ in the world – for Sydney Town Hall – and the company was at the top of its game. The organist of the church between 1894 and 1907 was Henry J.B. Dart; he must have persuaded the church authorities to commission Hele & Co of Plymouth to enlarge the instrument to cathedral-style propor-tions by adding a fourth manual – the Solo Organ – and the instrument practically doubled in size at that time. The provincial Hele company was doing very well in the early Edwardian period, on account of the out-standing voicing work of George Hele’s son, John. In 1936 the firm of Rush-worth & Dreaper worked on the instrument, remodelling the Choir Organ and updating the console and mechanisms.  Finally, in 1972, J.W. Walker & Sons rebuilt the organ. The following things were retained:  The basic Hill/Hele internal layout Most of the Hill/Hele pipework The Hill/Hele wind system  The following aspects of the organ were new, remodelled, or re-arranged: A new console 

Treasure Hunt 30th July 2016 (second report) 
 13 people turned up for the Treasure Hunt this year, which was held at Horton Kirby. Bruce had devised 25 questions which could be answered by walking along the main street. Many of the questions were fairly easy and there was only one which nobody answered. The winners were Pam and Alan Hunt, with Marilyn and John Davey a close second and Lydia Gray third. The organ recital was given by Michael Bell in St Mary's Church, which has a Bevington organ from the nineteenth century. His recital included music by John Stanley, Samuel Wesley (250th anniversary of his birth this year), Alec Templeton and Percy Grainger. The recital was very enjoy-able and the audience was doubled by members of their congregation. After that we walked to the Fighting Cocks pub for our meal, where we had a reserved table. The meal was good, but some people thought it was a bit late to be eating, so it was suggested that we start earlier next year. Please let us know what you think about this.  Bruce Davis 



 

New, state-of-the-art, solid state electronic switching gear for the key-action or ‘transmission’ State-of-the-art piston system Addition of compensator-regulators to the wind system The new Positive Organ Various tonal changes: the new Great Octave 4’, Swell Scharf, alongside a certain amount of judicious revoicing of existing stops and rearrangement of mixtures.  The organ has, over the years, run into a poor state. Water damage has caused great problems. There are now many faults (not least a shaky bench!) and there are long-term plans for restoration.  Our next stop was Grosvenor Chapel.  We had to wait a while to locate the keys to the organ loft. When we did, we found a William Drake Organ. It was built originally by Abraham Jordan and installed in 1732. It had Great and short compass Swell division and no pedals. It stood in an upper gallery at the west end, a position it occupied until 1908. It was altered twice in the 19th c. by Bishop, and rebuilt in 1908 by Ingram. In 1930 J.W.Walker and Sons built a new two manual organ incorporating much second-hand pipe-work both from the old instrument and from elsewhere. The case was wid-ened, and the organ had 21 stops, electropneumatic action and a stop key console. This instrument was replaced in 1991 by William Drake of Buckfas-tleigh, Devon, who built a new organ in a broadly 18th c. English style. The Great has the traditional long compass and all pipework is new except for the treble of the Swell Stopped Diapason. The original Jordan front pipes survive, but were not used in 1991 as they are not at 'modern' pitch. The organ is tuned to an unequal temperament and has mechanical action for keys, pedals and stops. The console was modelled on surviving 18th c ex-amples and the pedalboard is flat and straight. Soundboards are of tradi-tional construction with no modern materials, and the action is unbushed. The case was remade and restored by William Drake. The scaling and treat-ment of the diapason stops is based on the surviving front pipes, and the Great Stopt and Flute are modelled on ranks in the Seede organ at Lulworth Castle. The Great Cornet is a copy of that in the England organ at Blandford Forum in Dorset, and the reeds are based on the early 19th c. William Allen stops at Everingham in Yorkshire. The organ was inaugurated by Gustav Leonhardt in May 1991. Towards the end of our visit their resident organist, Richard Dobson arrived and was able to answer some of the ques-tions that both Reg. and Nik had. The main enquiry was the rather odd layout of the departments. The swell speaks through shutters on top of the (closed) casing. 
 From here we headed over to St John’s, Hyde Park Crescent. We were met by Robert Greenhill the music director. The organ ‘Betty’ has re-cently undergone restoration. This has been a mammoth project.  ‘Betty’ has lived in St John’s, Hyde Park for 149 years. Her name is more recently acquired from their current musical director, Robert Greenhill, who named her after his childhood tortoise! The first organ in St John’s was built by Henry Bevington in 1845 and was a one-manual organ of 6 stops. It was on this organ that Mendelssohn is believed to have played between its installation in 1845 and his last visit to England in 1847, just prior to his death. In 1865 Hill & Son built a new organ of 26 stops at a cost of £830 at the West End in a gallery which has since been taken down. In the end it was agreed there would by 31 stops and they paid £830, less £100 for the old organ. In the 
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1870’s, following the church becoming a parish, change was clearly afoot in the church, a new choir screen being installed in 1874. Then in 1880 the organ was rebuilt at the East end of the church. Pneumatic action was added to the pedal organ in 1910 and in 1925 Rushworth and Dreaper made further alterations, adding octave couplers and re-voicing the reeds. Further repairs and cleaning took place in 1938 and 1978 by Bishop & Son. The organ of 1865 is still substantially present and is an important grade 2 listed instrument.  It has 32 stops and 1636 pipes. When the ‘Save Betty Campaign’ began in the summer of 2013 the organ was in a state of advanced disrepair. There were a number of problems ranging from dirt and wear to more significant technical issues. Because the organ was built into the North East corner there was minimal access to many important parts of the organ. For this reason some urgent repairs were impossible to make without taking out the entire organ. The ‘Save Betty Campaign’ was therefore launched, along with funding from a Heritage Lottery Fund grant, the community is raising money to ensure this work is completed successfully and Betty is still wowing us in another 150 years. In March 2015 Nicholson Organ Builders took ‘Betty’ away to their site in Malvern where she has been completely restored. In July 2015 Betty began her re-turn and she was fully functional again by October, ready for a number of events to celebrate her return. Inter-estingly our own Daniel Moult is giving a recital on ‘Betty’ next May. WATCH this space. 
 It is such a shame that more members did not join us. There were only 4 of us. It was a wonderful outing, which we finished off with a splendid meal.  
 Marilyn Downs 

 


