
2016-17 Events Diary 
 
 

7th May 2016  Celebrity Recital - see below - PLEASE ADVERTISE AS WIDELY AS POSSIBLE! 
 

Date TBA Summer Organ Crawl 
 

30th July 2016  Treasure Hunt  
 

21st Sept 2016 Hauptwerk Digital Organ Demonstration followed by AGM 
  All Saint’s Church, Footscray 
 

25th Feb 2017 Suggested date for Choristers’ competition 
 

Please contact committee members for further details. 
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Please do your utmost to advertise this concert - it would be wonderful to have a full church, 
especially as Daniel is our Patron, and an excellent musician! 

Please collect flyers from Reg. 
 
 
 
 

BDOCA send our hearty congratulations to Daniel at recently being made an Associate of the RSCM  



 

Visit to Oxford 23rd April 2016 
 

      Only four people went, so we fitted easily into Reg.’s car. We used the Park and Ride when we got there, as 
parking is difficult and cars are not permitted in some roads. 

 
     Our first visit was to Merton College, where 
we saw the old organ the last time we were 
there. A lady came and unlocked the organ for 
us. The chapel is a T shape, with the organ at 
the top. The old organ didn’t have sufficient 
power to be effective in the big chancel, so 
Dobson Organs of Lake City, Iowa, USA were 
asked to build a new one and it was completed 
at the end of 2013. It has 3 manuals and 48 
stops and does sound well in the chancel, but 
there was nothing outstanding about it. There 
was an inconvenient cypher on one note and it 
was out of time in places. The wood carving in 
the case was inspired by the windows in the 
chapel.  
 

      After we had played it we went for a quick coffee before walking the short 
distance to Queen’s College, where we were directed to the chapel. The organ 
extends across the rear gallery, but there is no access to it from the chapel, 
which is much smaller than the one at Merton. Nobody turned up to meet us, 
but Reg. managed to get a key from the Porter’s Lodge. We had to go up some 
steps on the opposite side of the passage from the chapel, through a door, up 
more steps to a door marked ‘Choir Room’, which the key opened. Inside was 
another door with steps down to the organ gallery. After looking around, we 
managed to turn the organ on and started playing. 
 
      The organ was built by the Danish firm of Frobenius in 1965, with 2 manuals 
and 23 stops. The top 4 stops each side were marked ‘B’, presumably for 
‘Brustwerk’, German for Choir, the top manual. The middle 4 stops each side 
had ‘G’ on them for ‘Great’ and the bottom stops (4 one side and 3 the other) 
were marked ‘P’ for ‘Pedals’. There were no pistons and the couplers were op-
erated by the feet. The organ had a bright sound to it and was very suitable for 
playing Baroque music. We enjoyed playing it much more than the previous 
one. 
 
      After lunch we had hoped to go to New College, but at the last minute we were told we couldn’t go. I visited 
the organ there with the Organ Club last year. It was originally built by Grant, Degens & Bradbeer in 1969, then 
it was overhauled by John Bailey in1985, and finally had a complete restoration by Goetze & Gwynn 2014-15. 
We decided not to linger in Oxford, so got the bus back to the Park and Ride and had a coffee stop on the M40 
where we saw buzzards flying about [ed. - having done some research on the internet, I think they were Red 
Kites. They definitely had forked tails!]. It was an enjoyable day, despite not being able to visit the third organ, 
so thanks to Linden for arranging it for us. The other two who went were Lydia and John. 
 
Bruce Davis. 

Merton College Organ Merton college organ 

 

Queen’s College 



 

Results of the Choristers’ and Choirs’ competition 
St Paulinus Church on Saturday 9 April 

 

The adjudicator was Nigel Groome. 
 

Class 2 (Boys Girls 10/11 years)   Simi Ajayi  St John the Baptist, Erith 
 

Class 4 (Boys 12-14 years, trebles) David Smith St John the Baptist, Erith 
 

Class 7 (Girls 14-17 years)  1st place Helen Smith St John the Baptist, Erith 
     2nd place Abigail Stringer St Paulinus, Crayford 
     3rd place Ellie Butcher St Paulinus, Crayford 
 

Due to the low numbers of entrants in the junior soloists section, (only 5 individuals across 7 classes) all entrants 
were given a prize. The soloist with the highest mark was Helen Smith from St John the Baptist, Erith who was 
presented with the shield. 
 

Class 8 (Adults)    1st Place Grace Penfold All Saints, Foots Cray 
 

Class 9 (junior choirs)   St John the Baptist, Erith (only entrant) 
 

Class 11 (SATB choirs)   1st Place St Nicholas Chislehurst 
 

In spite of the low number of entries it was a very enjoyable afternoon and the competition was very close, par-
ticularly in the SATB section. Nigel Groome was a very efficient adjudicator and gave helpful hints and points to 
improve to all choristers. 
 

There were many reasons given for the low numbers but the change of date to after Easter and the increase of 
entry fees were 2 reasons given to me. 
 

However, when I was chasing up entries it became very obvious that the number of churches in this area that 

actually have a junior choir are very few.  This is very worrying for the future of the competition. From where are 

the Church choirs of tomorrow going to come? 

 

Marilyn Davey 

 

 

BDOCA would like to extend their thanks to Marilyn for all the hard work 

that she puts into organising the competition 

Nik Kerwin, President 

020 8311 4126 or 07850 787772 

nik.kerwin@ntlworld.com 
 

Reg. Boulton, Vice President 

01322 614260 or 07889 172319 

reg.boulton@btopenworld.com 
 

Linden Morris, Secretary 

01689 870717 or 07817 537945 

lindendownham@gmail.com 

Lydia Gray, Assistant Secretary 

01322 551286 

lg35@lydiagray.plus.com 
 

Geoff. Hempstead, Treasurer 

01342 313112 

geoffh_08@btinternet.com 
 

 

 

 

Bruce Davis, Ordinary Member 

01322 558129 

bruce.davis11@yahoo.co.uk 
 

John LeMasurier, Ordinary Member 

01322 522112 or 07850 719090 

thelemasuriers@btinternet.com 

Your Committee 



 

IAO Best Practice booklet 
 
The Incorporated Association of Organists have published a ‘Best Practice’ booklet full of ideas as a re-
source for local associations looking for new suggestions to increase their membership or to attract more 
members to their meetings. 
 
Your committee has taken a look at this booklet and feel that there is plenty of food for thought, but here 
is a selection of some of the suggestions: 
 
● Instead of an Annual Dinner in the evening, try holding an Annual Lunch. Attendance may well be high-
er as it avoids elderly people having to be out in the evening. 
 
● If your association is going to visit a church and members are going to play the organ, make sure that 
the pew sheet for that church, for the few weeks before the visit, carries a notice telling the regular con-
gregation that it is going to take place and inviting them along to listen. It’s a good way of interesting new 
people in membership (but make sure that your members know about it and come prepared with good 
pieces to play!). 
 
● Issue a response sheet at the start of each year and ask members to reply, ticking the boxes to indicate 
which meetings [or events] they hope to attend during that year. It’s a good way of getting people to fix 
their minds on the year’s programme and to get the dates straight away into their diaries. Once they 
have indicated that they intend to come, they feel more committed to turning up on the day. 
 
● One association produces a ‘business card’ that members can leave on the console or bench of church 
organs in their region. 
 
And many more…….! 
 
Reg. has some copies if you would like to read further, and please do not hesitate to add your own 
thoughts and suggestions. We are always on the look out for new membership, and new places to visit, 
so do let the committee know - if you don’t say, we can’t do! 

 


